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WEATHER

Temperatures averaged above normal

during the daylight hours the first por-

tion of the week and averaged above normal

during the nights during the mid-portion

resulting in near or slightly above normal

temperatures for the week.

Rainfall and some snow brought an

inch to an inch and a half of moisture to

the west and north central portions of

the State. Elsewhere across the State,

thunderstorms brought one-fourth to one-

half inch of precipitation.

CROPS

Rain and snow during the week im-

proved soil moisture conditions through-

out Nebraska. County agents report top-

soil moisture supplies short in only 10%

of counties, adequate in 78% and surplus

in 12%. Subsoil moisture supplies are

short in 7% of counties, 86% adequate and

7% surplus.

Winter wheat is in generally good

condition. Counties reporting show 6%

of the crop in excellent condition, 82%

good and 12% fair. This is slightly

below last week with 8% of counties ex-

cellent, 83% good and 9% fair. The crop

has been showing good growth and develop-

ment but needs warm sunny days. Some

fields have been damaged by high winds

and some heavily infested with weeds are

being plowed under.

Total past week .........

Total since April 1 .....

Normal since April 1 ....
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Week Ending 4/15/74

Sugar beet planting in the" Panhandle

is progressing well and is ahead of last

year's pace, although unfavorable weather

during the week caused some delay. Seeding

of oats and barley is now 70% complete.

Row crop seed bed preparatzons continue

with planting to get underway when fields

and weather permit.

Alfalfa and wild hay are generally in

good condition. County agents report condl-

tion of alfalfa as 8% excellent, 89% good
and 3% fair.

LIVESTCX_K

Range and pasture feed supplies are

reported short in 23% of counties and ade-

quate in 77%. Cool weather has delayed

growth and development of pastures.

Livestock are in generally good condl-

tion although snow and cold weather has

been hard on them. Calf scours continue

to be less prevalent than last year.

GENERAL

About 70% of fertilizer supplies are

currently available to meet demands.

County agents report 12% of counties have

adequate supplles and 88% short. This has

not changed much from a week ago.

Farmers and ranchers had 4½ days sult-

able for field work during April 5-12. The

main farm actlvities were seed bed prepara-

tions, fertilizing, plowing, seeding,

spraying, etc.

Precipitation, April 1 - April 12, 1974

NW NC NE CEN EC

.80 1.00 .30 .60 .50

I.i0 1.20 i.i0 i.i0 1.30

.69 .75 .88 .75' .89

SW SC SE

.40 .70 .50

.60 1.30 .60

.69 .75 .91
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